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Pondering the Proverbs


The fall of the year is a most colorful time.  It is a time of preparation for the winter and the upcoming spring.  Tulip bulbs and daffodil bulbs are planted and gardens are “turned”.  All of these things are done by those who have listened to wise gardeners with experience.  The fact is that having great success with the garden depends on listening to those who have experience in the region in which one lives.  The experienced gardener can tell us what to plant in order to reap the beauty of nature that God has created.
The heart is in many ways similar to a garden.  The human heart of which we speak is not the muscle in the chest that pumps blood but the heart that relates to the human spirit.  The heart is fertile ground ready to yield from the seed that is planted.  God gives us instruction, by way of His Inspired Word, what things to plant.  The lesson is simply that the heart will yield the fruit that is planted.  First we must select the seed to plant in the heart.

Proverbs 4:1-7

 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.  For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.  For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother.  He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live.  Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.  Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.  Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

Solomon’s inspired and wise counsel is that we should open our hearts to successful instruction.  God desires that we be successful in this life.  The world measures success by wealth, power and fame.  God’s measure of success begins with the heart.  Solomon brings to us the seed list that will be best for our region.  Verse five makes plain that we should select wisdom and understanding.
These terms can be confusing because so many labels of human philosophy read wisdom and understanding.  How can we tell what is best for our hearts?

Proverbs 3:13

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

Many in this world claim to have wisdom and understanding and yet their lives indicate a lack of happiness.  God’s Word provides us with a measuring stick, happiness from within.  Simply looking to the philosophy of this world will not bring the happiness that the Word of God promises.  The seeds of sexual promiscuity and fire escapes by way of mind altering chemicals are in new packages continually and yet the same result.  Weeds.  Then there are the seeds of humanism and evolution that are given attractive new containers but the yield is the same.  Weeds.
Weeds are defined in general as plants that are a nuisance for agriculture, ecological, or suburban gardening.  Some weeds grow up to produce attractive leaves and flowers.  For the farmer, however, weeds compete for water and nutrients then choke the vegetable or fruit.  For the forest ranger, weeds like kudzu ruin acres of natural forests.  For the homeowner, weeds ruin the lawn and flower beds.  Weeds in general are destructive and sometimes deceptive.  For instance kudzu was once planted by the Federal Government of the US as a ground cover.
Weeds of the heart have a similar effect.  These weeds may appear attractive above ground while beneath they are stealing the nutrients and water needed.  Weeds of the heart create anger, anxiety and doubt.  The gardener of the heart who desires success will look beyond the package and examine the proven yield.

Proverbs 4:8-13

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.  She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.  Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many.  I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.  Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.

The wisdom and understanding of which Solomon speaks is that which he obtained by way of his father David from Almighty God.  Solomon expresses the yield of God’s understanding and wisdom.  
The yield from following God’s wisdom is an “ornament of grace” and a “crown of glory” and many years of life.  God’s wisdom will provide happiness from within.  This happiness is one that is content and thankful for the blessings of life.  

How is the garden of your heart?  Is it unkept because of the weeds that have created anger, anxiety and doubt?  Or, is your heart blooming with the flowers and fruit of happiness?  This writer’s prayer is that you will begin today to “weed” the garden of your heart or be thankful and mindful of the important decisions made to flower and bloom in the wisdom of God.
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