Pondering the Proverbs 006
Just the other day, while at lunch with a long-time acquaintance, the subject of the “Prosperity Gospel” preached from many pulpits was brought up.  It was noted that many will be disappointed if they hear those lessons simply as a financial investment plan.  This local-route driver delivered a fully loaded statement.  “Everything belongs to God and we are supposed to be good stewards of our blessings.”   The lesson is, Honoring God.

Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine (Proverbs 3:9-10).

Verse 10 so often draws our attention and can be associated with simply physical blessings.  On the other hand verse 9 gives us many things to consider before we receive the reward.

First, we must note that the wisdom of the writer instructs us to honor the Lord with our substance or wealth.  The root word translated into the English word “honor” is a word that gives the sense of a heavy weight, multitude or great number.  The Lord God is worthy of our consideration above all else in weight, space or number.  In all things, we should consider God first.  Since everything does belong to the Creator and we are His stewards, it is right that we should consider Him in the use of our blessings.

Think of the change in our lives if we consider God first in all that we do.  When we humbly consider God in respect to our blessings, suddenly those things that would seem to be the least are of great value.  The world counts value simply in money and power.  When we explore the idea of honoring God before all things, we find there is great value (wealth) in other blessings as well.

We can honor God with our monetary ability.  Some use their automobiles to bring others to worship.  Some help those who are less fortunate.  Some share space in there homes with others.  Some support missionaries and preachers in training.  These and many more are great works above and beyond one’s regular contribution to the local work.  Our wealth, however, is not limited to our monetary ability.

One of the great matters of wealth is time.  We live in a technological age that tells us we have more “free” time due to the advances of man.  Yet when surveys are done, more Americans are working without vacations, taking work with them on the weekends, connected 24/7 via cell phones or internet than ever before.  Everyone living has 168 hours per week, yet the most popular answer for our shortcomings is, “I didn’t have time….”  Since God created all things, He obviously created time.  Think of the paradigm shift in our lives if we considered how we would use our time each day for God before we ran out into the “dog-eat-dog” world.  This is a decision to put on the new man.
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him (Colossians 3:10).

Time is one of the great blessings of God and so often over looked.  The cemeteries store the remains of those who were blessed with time.  The birth date is followed by a dash then the date of departure from this life.  That little dash has far more value that we often consider.  How did that person, and how do we, honor God with the blessing of time?  

It has been said that when we appear before God, He will not ask how much money, time or any other blessing we had; He will ask how we spent it (Matthew 25:14-31).
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