Pondering the Proverbs 11

Billy received his Driver’s License soon after his sixteenth birthday. His grandmother, Alice, was very proud of Billy’s achievement.  Alice often commented on how safe Billy was when he drove.  Alice instructed Billy to drive as if he had eggs in a pan beside him and was trying to keep them from breaking.  Alice taught Billy many things including the Gospel.  Billy was thankful for the various subjects Alice taught him and good points of advice.

Alice also gave Billy advice as he began to date.  Billy was excited about taking a girl out and driving all by himself.  Alice advised Billy that he should always avoid “compromising” situations like parking in a secluded area or being in the house with a date all alone.  Alice told her grandson that she trusted him fully but, “Anyone can fall to temptation.”


Billy listened to his grandmother.  Most of his young life he drove responsibly and made sure he treated his dates with respect.  Billy never ran out of gas.


There were a few times, however, when Billy drove too fast.  He excused himself because he had to be home by curfew.  Then there were those times when he was invited in to a date’s home with no one else there.  Billy only stayed a few minutes and excused himself by being courteous.  No one knew about his poor decisions.  Billy seemed to get away with playing with a little fire.  The lesson is, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12)


As the days and years passed, so did Billy’s grandmother.  Billy, now in his later twenties was engaged to be married.  Billy wished his grandmother could be there but now he had to be a man and stand independent.


Billy’s best man, and best friend Gene, decided to throw a party two days before Billy’s wedding.  Billy had been a positive influence on Gene.  Gene, however, intended for Billy to “grow up and party like an adult.”  Billy reminded Gene that much of his success was from giving attention to the wisdom of his grandmother.  Gene reminded Billy of the times he “bent” the rules and got away with it.  Though the party was mild by the world’s standards when all was done, Gene had one final surprise for Billy.  Gene had called an old girlfriend and asked her to wait for Billy after the party.  She met Billy and what happened next was as if Solomon had written Billy’s biography. 
(Proverbs 7:1-23)
My son, keep my words and treasure up my commandments with you; keep my commandments and live; keep my teaching as the apple of your eye; bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart. Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," and call insight your intimate friend, to keep you from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress with her smooth words. For at the window of my house I have looked out through my lattice, and I have seen among the simple, I have perceived among the youths, a young man lacking sense, passing along the street near her corner, taking the road to her house in the twilight, in the evening, at the time of night and darkness. And behold, the woman meets him, dressed as a prostitute, wily of heart. She is loud and wayward; her feet do not stay at home; now in the street, now in the market, and at every corner she lies in wait. She seizes him and kisses him, and with bold face she says to him, "I had to offer sacrifices, and today I have paid my vows; so now I have come out to meet you, to seek you eagerly, and I have found you. I have spread my couch with coverings, colored linens from Egyptian linen; I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come, let us take our fill of love till morning; let us delight ourselves with love. For my husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey; he took a bag of money with him; at full moon he will come home." With much seductive speech she persuades him; with her smooth talk she compels him. All at once he follows her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as a stag is caught fast till an arrow pierces its liver; as a bird rushes into a snare; he does not know that it will cost him his life. 

The day before his wedding, Billy awoke in shame.  How could this happen?  After all, Billy was a Christian and knew better.  He could hear the words of his grandmother.  “Remember 1 Corinthians 10:12, any one can fall to temptation.”  Billy dared to allow himself in a compromising situation and fell into Satan’s snare.


Satan dresses up sin to entice his victims.  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23).  God, on the other hand, wants his children to be successful and provides us with great wisdom.    
(Proverbs 7:24-27)

And now, O sons, listen to me, and be attentive to the words of my mouth. 

Let not your heart turn aside to her ways; do not stray into her paths, 

for many a victim has she laid low, and all her slain are a mighty throng. 

Her house is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of death. 

Will you examine your life this week and stay away from the streets and alleys of sin?  Some mock and say the wisdom of God is old fashioned.  How much happier would those like Billy be should they listen closely.  God’s words are words of love and timeless for all generations.
Note:  Pray for those suffering in India.
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