Pondering the Proverbs

Albert was a healthy man that just turned thirty years old.  His energetic smile seemed to indicate a bright future.  For some this milestone would be a time to reflect and consider how the next thirty years should go.  Albert, however, had no time for reflection.  He always had a new project, new interest and a new job.  Rarely did he stay pointed in the same direction for more than six months at a time.  Albert just could not seem to be content to grow in any job he took.  To hear him speak, the grass is always greener somewhere else.  As unusual, Albert recently took another new job but the shifting sands and distant gaps of his employment left him financially challenged.  He just needed to “get over the hump, and catch up.”  This opportunity, he told others, would be the great achievement for which he had been looking.  

Albert did have one concern about the new work.   It was in reference to the car he had been driving.  The car often broke down and could be a road block to this new opportunity.  He decided that a new car would be just the change he needed to get off to a good start.

Contrasting the appearance of constant change, Albert did have one consistency. Albert was married for five years and had two children.  His home life was peaceful despite his frequent change of interest in profession and hobbies.  Albert’s wife, Kay, was also excited about his new professional venture.   She also agreed that it would be great to have a new car.  They expected it would be dependable and would require little maintenance.  Kay thought having a car in which the children could be easily secured was good thinking for their family. The problem was that their financially challenged status would prevent buying a new car and a used car interest rate would be the breaking point for their budget.
Albert had a great idea.  With Kay’s blessing, he would approach his brother-in-law, Ken, to be a co-signer on a car note for them.  Albert thought that Ken would surely understand and be delighted to lend a hand to his sister’s family. Albert and Kay were both surprised, however, when Ken politely refused.  Albert had sent messages by his behavior that he was unstable in business decisions.   This prompted Ken to truly demonstrate love for his sister and his brother-in-law by not opening a door of debt.  The lesson is: Enabling others to continue unwise behavior by opening the doors to debt is really no help at all.
Proverbs 6:1-8

1 My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger,

(Have you promised to be responsible for the debt of someone else?)

2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.

(Your words have trapped you in the cage of a promise.)

3 Do this now, my son, deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.

(You are now at this person’s discretion.  You must seek to free yourself from this agreement.)

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.

(Do not wait the clock is not on your side.  Do not sleep until this is handled.)

5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler.

(Escape the trap as a bird flies free or a deer disappears from the hunter.)
6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:

(Those with tendencies of laziness should learn from the ant.)

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,

(They have no chief to personally motivate them.)

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.

(Yet, the ant gathers what it needs and is not dependant on others for its gathering.  Initiative and perseverance)
God desires that we be successful in all areas of our lives including the help we give others.  Albert and Kay could have many answers to solve their problem but entangling Ken in their debt was not the best one.  The same principle of enabling can be applied to many circumstances.  It is truly amazing how the wisdom of God’s Word is as vivid and true for us today as it has been from antiquity.
Note:  Pray for your neighbors
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