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Pondering the Proverbs 12


Run! Run! Run! Bob shouted to his friend Timmy.  If you don’t hurry you’ll miss the ice cream truck.  Timmy ran down the street with his money tightly gripped in his hand.  Out of breath and panting, Timmy managed to get out the words, “One triple rock ice please”.  We have all felt this sense of urgency.  We have to “get it while the gettin’s good.”  We have been told, “If you don’t hurry you’ll miss the bus.”  Over and over again we are influenced by the idea that we must hurry. Just as little Timmy peeled back the paper for a bite of delightful flavor, he remembered something.  The money he just spent was tomorrow’s lunch money. Timmy looked around at the other ice cream covered smiling faces and forgot about tomorrow quickly.  We smile at Timmy’s immaturity and remember the days of our own childhood.   We want to give Timmy a pass on decision making because we understand the difficulties with “growing up”.  As Timmy matures we expect him to acquire some wisdom that would minimize impulsive behavior.  A problem, however, can result if Timmy does not “grow up.”  The problem occurs when the maturing process does not lift one out of such impetuous decision making habits.

Many advertisers prey on our sense of missing out on something with ads that shout at us from the television and radio or are printed in a myriad of colors in the newspaper. The idea is that we should act right away lest we not be able to have the same enjoyment as others.  The same behavior causes some to buy houses and cars they cannot afford in a climate where greed has superseded good decision making.  In the days gone by, purchasing anything of value that required a significant loan caused the lender to investigate the buyer in great detail.  Loans were made with the idea that they would have to be repaid.  When restrictions relaxed so loan officers could make more commission the snowball of greed began to tumble.  Some loan officers escaped accountability for defaulted loans and the snowball grew.  A plethora of ways to lend regardless of risk has turned a simple snowball into an enormous, crushing ball of ice.  Even those who have made wise decisions have been affected with the cold hard truth. No one really wanted anything bad to happen tomorrow, just let us enjoy today.  Has such hasty decision making proven wise?
“Just let us enjoy today and be like everyone else.”  This is the plea heard from some in the Lord’s church today.  Satan wants us to feel left out if we do not the things found all throughout the religious world.  He wants us to feel like we are missing something when we hold to the simple truths of God’s Word.  The question is, “will we give in to impulsive decision making and try to compete with religious division and error in order to be like everyone else?”  If we try to compete with man’s dogma will we win?  What will be our reward?  

Timmy sat alone and hungry the next day.  Many in our society are now sick from the stress and have suffered the loss of a home, car or good name for credit in the future.  Where will we find ourselves if we chase man’s short sighted decisions in religion today?  Will we find ourselves hungry, stressed and homeless on the judgment day?  (John 14:1-6)
Wisdom invites us and yet foolishness mocks wisdom.  Which will you choose?  
Consider the wisdom of Proverbs 9.
Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars.  She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine; she has also set her table.  She has sent out her young women to call from the highest places in the town, “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” To him who lacks sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed.  Leave your simple ways, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”  Whoever corrects a conceited man gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if you scoff, you alone will bear it 
The woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows nothing.
She sits at the door of her house; she takes a seat on the highest places of the town, calling to those who pass by, who are going straight on their way, “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” And to him who lacks sense she says, “Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” But he does not know that the dead are there, that her guests are in the depths of Sheol
(ESV)
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