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God loves His children.  As any good parent, God corrects us when we are headed in the wrong direction.  No one really likes to have to change his or her way but to avoid negative consequences change is needed.  Even still some of us require brushes with negative consequences in order to get back on track. 

God instructs us in the way to live and enjoy the time He created for us.  It would appear that the limitless wisdom of God would demonstrate for us to whom we should listen.  Yet even though we can see the evidence of the wisdom of God sometimes we turn to our own way.  When we do not listen to wise instruction, who is at fault? Some fathers will give instruction to their children and include that when the instruction is ignored one has to ask, at whom should I be angry?  
Proverbs 3:11-12

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:

12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

As we consider that God cares for us as a parent for a child, let us remember that He created this relationship.  Loving parents desire the best for their children.  Though they do not enjoy watching the child struggle, the loving parent knows that growth comes through trial.  The athlete suffers with sore muscles as he grows stronger.  In like manner, any endeavor requires effort for growth and often along with that comes some pain.  The most important endeavor we have in this life is spiritual.  The body will grow old and decay but the spirit lives forever.  
The lesson is found in Job 23:10.  “But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.”
After being reminded to honor God and He will reward, Solomon begins a close and personal section.  Notice the address is to “My son…”  This phrase has many underlying inclusions.  The words indicate speaking as a parent to a child.  This child is one who is growing or building a life.  One who needs the wisdom of the elder and yet is spoken to with kindness and love.  Rather than a course rendering of, “this is how it has to be so get used to it,” the scribe begins with respect.  Our Almighty God is teaching us respect as He demonstrates respect to us with kindness and honor.  This is a learning opportunity for the young and elder in our world today.  The elder should teach the younger to honor others.  We should honor each other as God honors us.
As a young child we can hear the phrase, “this hurts me more than it does you,” when being disciplined and not understand.  The child who is never disciplined is not honored by the parent.  Not only does God honor us in word but in that He disciplines us.  The laws of nature are in process and we must heed those or face the consequences.  Today it is more difficult to discern discipline from other unfortunate events.  From the days of God’s obvious intervention until the present, the principle remains the same.  We should not allow ourselves to be angry at God in the face of any trial.  Anger brings on vengeful behavior that is unbecoming the child of God.  By sin, we help Satan to hurt God.  Who in his right mind would want to hurt and anger the Creator and Controller of the entire universe?

In any circumstance the Just and Righteous God is the One with all Authority.  The wise child of God remembers the temporary condition of this life and looks up in time of trial.  God hears us and understands when we suffer.  He is then looking for us to lean again upon Him.  He is all powerful, all knowing, and all present.

Even with the control of all that exists at his finger tips, our God is patient.  Solomon reminds us not to give up or grow weary in the face of trial.  We must learn to be patient with ourselves and others as God is patient with us.  Each day we live we have an opportunity to be patient with others and to correct yesterday’s mistakes by not repeating them.  No matter how young or old we have the ability to grow in God’s sight as long as we live on this earth.

God will continue to correct those He loves.  Those He loves are doing their best to look to Him for guidance.  Even the most loving parent can experience a child who is defiant openly and repeatedly.  For the defiant, the parent will often practice “tough love” which is to no longer prevent evil and see the child face terrible consequences.  God will do the same for the openly defiant, stepping aside no longer correcting the one headed for horrific consequences.
Romans 1:28-32

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

As painful as correction can be, we can take comfort in the fact that God loves those He corrects as a father who delights in his son.  Since God made us in His image (Genesis 1:26-28), and has demonstrated His love for us over and over, we can have confidence in Him.  Remember that we learn so much about the character of our Father from the Old Testament (Romans 15:4)
Numbers 14:8

8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.

Psalms 37:1-4

1 A Psalm of David.

Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.

3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.

4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
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