Pondering the Proverbs

The evening news tells us of the problem with gangs in our world.  From city to city, this problem of gang violence plagues our country.  Some would say the reason is that tough economic times can lead our young people, and even those who are not so young, into paths of crime for acceptance and profit.  This problem is not new, however, and the wisdom of God's Word addresses this issue.  The lesson is choosing friends for success or failure.

Proverbs 1:10-14

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit:

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:


The inspired hand of Solomon scribes warning against joining that which we call today a gang.  Long before television came along there were those who sought to kill innocent people for sport and to rob from the same.  They would put their "profits" in the common "pot" for the gang.  The promise would be that those in the gang would be "taken care of" and of course there is the social need for acceptance that is met.

Proverbs 1:15-18

15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:

16 For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives.


God warns us not to participate in such a gang because they have no conscience and will shed any blood, even that of their own. It is easy to identify those in our society who are so blatantly destructive. 
What about those who are destructive in less obvious ways?  The language of sarcasm can be adopted very easily. Jokes are made that sarcasm is studied by some as a second language. Harsh criticisms hidden in the cloak of a smiling face or politically correct wording profits no one.  This method of communication can create a gang whose “common pot” is the destruction of others by way of attempted humor.  Let us help one another to stay out of the “gossip gangs.”  We need to value others as God does.  All of God’s people make mistakes. (Romans 3:23) God loves us still.  Love does not seek its own and become easily provoked.  Love does not get it’s exercise from jumping to evil conclusions.  Love is seeking the best for others.  (1 Corinthians 13:5-8)
God wants the best for His people.  His love for us surpasses our understanding.  Even still there will be those who will not heed His Word.  God is fair and just to tell us the consequences of ignoring His guidance.  The lesson is making God a part of our every day lives.

Proverbs 1:24-31

Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;  When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.  Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.


God has given us His Word and yet if we ignore His Word the result is tragic.


It was the day before the Olympic games.  This particular athlete had qualified for the event six months prior to the start.  Since the success of qualification, however, he had not listened to the advice of his trainers by eating properly and continuing to practice.  On this last day, the young athlete acted with concern and fear realizing his performance would be judged in 24 hours.  Needless to say his performance in the competition was embarrassing.  The trainers bit their lips to keep from laughing since their wise counsel was ignored.


God tells us that His counsel is not for emergencies only but to be a part of our everyday lives.  Will the fruit of our everyday lives taste sweet with the counsel of God or will ours be bitter following after our own way?  God wants us to be successful and points us in the way.  Which will we choose?

Proverbs 1:33

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.
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