Pondering the Proverbs

Mankind, in honesty and sincerity must admit limitations.  Studies continue with great diligence to fight disease.  Discoveries have been made in medicines that help masses of people while other ailments remain mysteries.  Hours are spent by scientists studying the solar system and vast universe.  The more we see in space launched telescopes the more we wonder about the yet to be seen.  New energy sources are constantly being sought out.  Discoveries are made and demand soars.

The Christian is constantly delving into God’s Word for those things that will help us to understand more about our Creator and His Will for us.  As we have more questions and seek answers, we must keep this in mind to prevent failure.  God is in control and knows all.  The lesson is, God has no limit(s).
Proverbs 3:5-8

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones

Man's understanding has limited him throughout history.  Challenges can be placed before us in such a way that we can see no way out.  The God of the universe, that created all we study, can do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.

The children of Israel found themselves between Pharaoh's army nipping at their heels and the Red Sea was directly in front of them.  They looked forward and backward and saw no way out.
Exodus 14:10-12

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD.

11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?

12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.


Did you ever know someone who stepped forward often to proclaim he/she “knew” something bad was going to happen?  The children of Israel charged Moses with bringing them to death in the wilderness.  Their fear caused anger.  They even claimed that they were unwilling to leave the taskmasters of Egypt because they “knew” this would happen.   Was this the same people that God heard their cries?

Exodus 2:23-25

23 And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage.

24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.


God has promised that He will hear us.  His answer to our prayers may not be exactly what we had in mind.  Certainly the children of Israel had not planned to be in such a predicament.  Based on this predicament an adage of wisdom has been developed.  “If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.”  Many of the adversities we face were not in our original plan.  Perhaps this is when we trust God because He is concerned with our welfare.  This is similar to our expecting a child to trust the parent “because I said so…”   

Romans 8:28

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

We learn a great lesson from the example that Moses puts before us.  We must not give up in the face of adversity.
Exodus 14:13-14

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.


Though their understanding would have indicated no additional options, God opened a way that man would never have dreamed.  The children of Israel were greatly blessed by God.
Exodus 14:15

15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:


We know that each time the children of Israel stepped forward with God as their guide they were successful.  God wants each of us to be successful according to His plan.  When you see no way to go forward or back, look up.  Search your heart and seek God.

Are you limiting God with some lack of understanding?  What blessings may be awaiting you?  Did you remember to thank God for your adversities this week?
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