Pondering the Proverbs
We find the purpose of the wise book of proverbs displayed for us in the first four verses.

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion (Proverbs 1:1-4, KJV).

It would appear that our God would have those who wish to have a successful life be equipped for such.  Man measures success by monetary gain and/or power.  On the other hand, our common sense tells us that these things alone do not bring happiness and contentment in this life.  We have the examples of those who have wasted health and lives pursuing wealth and power. Success in these areas does not promise a fulfilled life.

Did you ever consider that God desires to equip you with everything that you need for a successful life?  If we will place our priorities in the correct order we will find great success in this life and the life to come! God provides us with direction in prioritization that never fails.  Solomon’s inspired writing leads us to the foundation of success:  to understand true wisdom and weave that with knowledge and actions of discretion.

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success (Josua 1:8, KJV).  Since God created all and knows all, how wise would it be for us to look to Him for the path of success?  If we will turn to God, He will not let us down.

A young man and his Dad started a short trip only to realize, as they came to the car, that Dad had locked his keys in the house.  The two found an open window and Dad carefully helped his son through to go and unlock the door.  Just as the son unlocked the door and met his Dad he proclaimed, “Look Dad, I had my house key in my pocket all along.”


Sometimes, we make things more difficult than they have to be.  If we would simply ask a question and listen to the answer, perhaps we could find success with less effort.
Most of us equate success with happiness in life.  Instead of trying to “re-invent the wheel” when it comes to success and happiness, let us turn for guidance to the one who created success and happiness.  God.

A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:  For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck (Proverbs 1:5-9, KJV).

The first lesson in success involves listening.  God gave us two ears and one mouth indicating that we should listen twice as much as we talk.  Notice also that we should listen to wise counsels not just any babbling that comes along.

This lesson in listening also tells us that reverence, respect for, and listening to God are fundamental in knowledge that leads to success.  Listening to God and wise parental counsel will show in the actions of one’s life as if it were jewels hanging from the neck.

Do others see the jewels of wisdom embellishing our lives?  Let us consider to whom and if, we are listening.
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